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THE CENTRAL ROLE OF RIVERS

Time to champion rivers to rebuild our environment

Central role in our Critical source of water Health and recreational
ecosystems supplies role



A LOT DONE, ALOT TO DO

1. "Water quality is now better than anytime since the Industrial Revolution”- Environment
Agency

2. But thereisstill a lot to do - only 14 per cent of rivers currently achieve ‘Good Status’
WED classification

3. There are multiples causes of pollution, with agricultural pollution being the main one

Reasons for rivers in England not achieving good status

= Agri and land mgmt m Water Industry = Urban and transport » No sector responsible m Other

4. Also challenge with ownership. No one has overall responsibility.
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WE’VE GONE BIG ON PLAYING OUR FULL ROLE

Catchment
management - working
with farmers to tackle
pollution at source

5,000 hectares with
improved biodiversity

Over 1.3 million trees
planted

Supporting the growth of
more wildflower meadows

Restoring moorland, bog
and peatland
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WINEP schemes.
Investing £1.2bn to
improve the
environment,
including upgrading
treatment works

* Triple Carbon
Pledge that by
2030:

* net zero emissions

* 100% energy from
renewable sources

e 100% electric fleet
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New sustainable sources of water,
enough to serve a ‘new Leicester’

Tough on pollution, tough on the causes
of pollution: urban flood management



WE CANNOT DO IT ALONE...

The top three priorities on our wish list are:

Link farm subsidies to Promote sustainability Roll out nature-based
environmental improvements through building regulations solutions



TIME TO ACT

We’ve achieved much already — but we could achieve so much more if we all work together




