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The Abstraction Plan 2017

• Environment  - addressing 
unsustainable abstraction 

• Catchment focus: engagement 
and innovation to

• Protect environment
• Improve access to water

• Modernise the service
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What is catchment focus?

Working collaboratively at a catchment scale to improve 
understanding of local challenges and help identify the right 
solutions for individual catchments
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How can catchment focus work?
• Empowering local groups will 

lead to innovation

• Consensus-based decisions 
can be quicker than taking a 
regulatory approach

• Potential to achieve multiple 
benefits

• Water resources
• Flood risk management
• Water quality 
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OtterOtter

East Suffolk

Cam & Ely Ouse

South Forty-foot
(Witham catchment)

South Forty-foot
(Witham catchment)

Idle & Torne

WyeWye

Arun & Western 
streams

Till & TweedTill & Tweed

BrueBrue

Alt & CrossensAlt & Crossens

Priority catchments
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phase 1 (blue boundary)

phase 2 (purple boundary)

• Co-develop and test 
innovative solutions to 
improve  resilience

• Promote a catchment 
based approach for water 
resources

• Develop new abstraction 
licensing strategies for 
priority catchments by 
2020/21      
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Abstraction Licensing Strategies 

• More accessible 
• More local information 
• More detail on action to tackle 

unsustainable abstraction
• Catchment focus –

“Managing the catchment 
together”

• Signposting and useful links 
section
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FRESH4C’s – novel water 
distribution and storage systems

Heat Maps – helping abstractors 
understand potential for 
sustainability changes to GW 
licences

Working with Natural Processes

East Suffolk 
priority 

catchment
ALS

Funded through the Interreg
2 Seas programme 2014-
2020, co-funded by 
the European Regional 
Development Fund under 
subsidy contract No 2S06-
028.



Cam and Ely 
Ouse ALS

Farm water 
advisory visit 
NFU, Norfolk 
River’s Trust

Investigating water trading: 
River Lark Water Sharing Pilot

Water 
Abstraction 
Alerts 
(WAA) IDBs, 
NFU



Next steps

Priority catchments
• 6 more updated ALS 

December 2021
• Sharing the learning from the 

priority catchments
ALS
• Trial interactive ALS maps
• Updating all ALS by 2027



Useful links

• Abstraction Plan
• All 4 updated ALS published on gov.uk:

• Witham
• Idle and Torne
• East Suffolk
• Cam and Ely Ouse

• Water Resources Priority Catchments - Environment Agency 
- Citizen Space (environment-agency.gov.uk)


