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The Abstraction Plan 2017
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This document sets out how the government will reform water abstraction
management cver the coming years and how this will protect the envircnment and
improve access to water. It should be read zlongside the supplementary documents

caovering:
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* catchment focus

* sbstraction licensing service
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What is catchment focus?

Working collaboratively at a catchment scale to improve
understanding of local challenges and help identify the right
solutions for individual catchments
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How can catchment focus work?

« Empowering local groups will
lead to innovation

« Consensus-based decisions
can be quicker than taking a
regulatory approach

 Potential to achieve multiple
benefits
» Water resources
* Flood risk management
« Water quality
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Abstraction Licensing Strategies

* More accessible

* More local information

* More detail on action to tackle
unsustainable abstraction

« Catchment focus —

“Managing the catchment
together”

 Signposting and useful links
section
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Map 2: Water resource availability colours at Q50 for Witham ALS
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111 millionm3

of water abstracted per year (based on 2013-18 average)

* 464 licensed abstractions
+ 136 licences with Hands off Flow (HoF) restrictions at 8 gauging stations
« 75 licences with Hands off Level (HolL) restrictions at 7 gauging stations

* 76.2% of the catchment underlain by principal aquifer

Proportion of different sectors’ abstraction based on licensed abstraction quantity:

Environment
Abstraction licence sector Propor Agency
Surfact

Public water supply and other ~ 69.1%
potable uses.

Agriculture 11.9% Policy paper
Cam and Ely Ouse abstraction licensing
Industry 11.9%
strategy (ALS)
Amenity/environmental 3.9%
Published 22 December 2020
Power generation 3.2%

Contents 1. About the licensing strategy
1. About the licensing
strategy

2. Catchment background

3. Water resource availability .
inthe Cam and Ely Ouse 1.1 Overview
catchment

3: Besiarbiaginin This strategy sets out how we manage new and existing abstraction and impoundment
availability in the Cam and within the Cam and Ely Ouse catchment in the Anglian river basin district.
Ely Ouse ALS area

5. Managing the catchment Itensures that we:
together

+ meet River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) objectives for water resources activities

T AR

6. Related links

AR AR
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run-off on the edge of the till

Soil management. and field level run-off where high permeability deposits will allow|

measures such as hedges, buffer strips, significant infiltration

and agroforesiry lo improve the structure

and infiltration on till based soils Upper reaches of streams over challk. )
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gement of spills from Lhe
control structures on the
floodplain lakes could increase the
storage in the system during dry periads
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~ Water Cam and Ely

~ Abstraction

Alerts O USG ALS B. Groups of businesses proposed for water collaboration
(WAA) IDBs, oy

NFU

Catchment Sensitive Farming

Water Resources Audit

Lark Catchment
e  Surface Water Abstraction Point
© Groundwater Abstraction Point
=~ River Lark and Tributaries 0 25 5 10 Kilometars
Lark Catchment Boundary

Farm CPH number: | ]

Trainer/adviser: | e ] - - -

S Investigating water trading:
R River Lark Water Sharing Pilot
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Next steps

Priority catchments

* 6 more updated ALS
ecember 2021

« Sharing the learning from the
riority catchments

ALS

 Trial interactive ALS maps
« Updating all ALS by 2027

France (

European Regional Developrnent Fund

Lerrey

Channel
Manche

) England

Abstraction licensing strategies
The Environment Adency will be publ
bstraction licensing strategies (ALS) to inform all
customers and stakeholders of water a

ablity
throughout England. To date, four have been published
In the Waler abs the Environment
Agency was tasked with developing and trialling new
initiatives to improve fo water, while reducing the
tmpact on the environment. The trial areas were called

B and the updated ALS summarise
the results of this work.

What's different?
The aim Is to put the ‘catchment’ back inio the heart of
the ALS. There Is more local information and more foeus

on ap;

aches to tackle unsustal

ble abstraction.

ere are also examples of how a ‘catchment-focused
ap

roach (o managing water resources can lead to

better outcomes for the environment and customers.

An example of this can be found in the
Chapter 5.2 outlines FRE an EU project
2Seas programme 2014
2020 and the European Reg
Project

co-funded by the Interrs

nal Development Fund

ers in the UK. Belglum and the Netherlands
are trialling novel technologies to improve access to
fresh water. As part of this project. th
Agency is callaboratin

stakeholders to help local farmers
600,000 cubic metres of water per year

otherwise be discharged into the sea. Instead. It will be

pumped into on-farm reservoirs and 2 managed aguife
recharge trial via

ew 12km pipeline. This Is just one
initiatives presented in the ALS,

The Environment /
publishing the ALS fn an |
1t more accessible and m

of many

1cy is also trialling
IML format. This
s it can be

All mald
sily read

online using any computer or mobile device

EURCPEAN UNION

Leeme 59 by Page 8

What's next?
he ALS demonstrate the challenges of adopti
catehment-based approach (a community-led

that engages people and groups from acrass soci
help improve our precious water environments) and.
more importantly. the rewards. The first four documents
set a new standard and the Envire
publish updated ALS coveris
2027.

whele of England by

You can explore the other new AL
Iinks below:

by following the

EU-funded Felixstows Peninsula project: fr

salimarsh will be transferred (0 on-farm re:

rvoirs.

ment Agency aims (o

hwater currently p

Water abstraction poster
FAS has produced a poster on water abstraction.
which you can acces

. The poster includes a
map of England with the percentage of time water
is avallable and solutions to help businesse
become more drought restlient

Farmin,
Advice Service

Welcome to the Farming Advice
Service newsletter
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Useful links

« Abstraction Plan

« All 4 updated ALS published on gov.uk:
* Witham
- |ldle and Torne
- East Suffolk
« Cam and Ely Ouse

« Water Resources Priority Catchments - Environment Agency
- Citizen Space (environment-agency.qov.uk)
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